Councillor Report to Prees ward, December 2025
Councillor Updates
· Meeting attendance:
· 5th November: Transformation and Improvement Overview and Scrutiny Committee – Improvement Plan
· 7th November: Pension Committee Training - Asset Classes
· 14th November: Pension Committee Training - Asset Classes
· 17th November: Transformation and Improvement Overview and Scrutiny Committee
· 18th November: Northern Planning Committee
· 21st November: Pension Committee Training – Climate Change Strategy
· 27th November: Audit Committee
· Selected casework:
· Supporting local residents opposing planning application 25/01926/OUT in Longford (which unfortunately was approved despite local opposition)
· Supporting local residents in traffic & road issues for Moreton St, Prees and Mickley Lane, Fauls
Council News
· Council continues to forecast overspend - Shropshire Council Newsroom
· At end period 6 (September) Shropshire Council is projecting to spend £47.069 million more than it has coming in by the end of March 2026. This figure has risen significantly since the council issued its financial monitoring for period 5 and follows a more in-depth review of spending to date and future spending at period 6, or half-way through the year. This projected overspend includes some savings that have been carried over for two years and continuing pressures and increasing costs in areas including adults and children’s services. The council holds some funds in reserve, but at £34.280 million these are not enough to cover this projected overspend, leaving a shortfall of £12.289 million.
· At end period 7 (October), the expected overspend was £50.746 million. This is £3.677 million more than reported at period 6 / Quarter 2 (above). As a result, the Council has created a three step plan to manage the revenue monitoring position in-year:
· Setting a proposed minimum value for General Fund Balance of £5m by year end to ensure sufficient resilience to unknown shocks over the remaining five months of the financial year. 
· Created a contingency fund from earmarked reserves of £5.478m to help manage the financial risks identified within the adverse scenario and help reduce reliance on General Fund Balances from known risks.
· Continuing active discussions with the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government to request Exceptional Financial Support for 2025/26 and future years. An application of £21.466m has been identified to support revenue monitoring projections and the two points listed above.
· Since declaring a financial emergency in September, the council has:
· Introduced several measures to stop and reduce its spending.
· Asked for a loan from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MCHLG), the government department responsible for funding local councils, to help it to continue to deliver services until the end of this financial year, and over the next three years.
· Received free help and guidance from the Local Government Association (LGA) following a Corporate Peer Review in July.
· Introduced an Improvement Board to challenge its spending and plans to improve, led by Independent Chair, Tracie Langley.
· Shropshire Council auditor’s statutory recommendation - Shropshire Council Newsroom
· New Whitchurch to Wellington bus service to begin on 5 January - Shropshire Council Newsroom
· Rural mobile ‘not spots’ reconnected with signal boosting loan scheme - Shropshire Council Newsroom
· Shropshire Council Cabinet unanimously backs next steps for Severn Valley Water Management Scheme - Shropshire Council Newsroom
· Number of potholes falls by 50% since May, latest figures show - Shropshire Council Newsroom
· Shrewsbury station gyratory changes update - Shropshire Council Newsroom
· Garden waste subscriptions up on last year, latest figures show - Shropshire Council Newsroom
Other News
· 
Upcoming Road Works
	Date / Time
	Location
	Reason
	Link

	8th – 12th December
	A41 from Bletchley Dual Carriageway End to Upper College Junction
	New shaft replacement, roof and frame and cover to replace damaged structure
	https://one.network/?GB145539617

	5th January – 27th March 2026
	Station Road, Prees
	Installing of 1002m of water main, 12 services and abandoning 1187m of old main
	https://one.network/?tm=GB146947360

	23rd January 2026
	Mill Street, Prees
	Road closed: replacement manhole cover
	https://one.network/?GB146022984

	24th – 25th January 2026
	Prees Level Crossing, Station Road, Prees
	Road closure for level crossing maintenance and drainage overnight 23:00 – 08:20
	https://one.network/?tm=GB146462511

	28th – 30th January 2026
	New Street Lane, Calverhall to Styche
	Road closure for Severn Trent water meter install
	https://one.network/?tm=GB146349164

	7th – 18th February 2026
	Road closure Aychley Farm A41 junction to Longford Junction Moor View
	Severn Trent Water updates
	https://one.network/?tm=142676339

	2nd – 13th March 2026
	Lighteach Road, Prees
	Road closure for water mains replacement by Severn Trent Water
	https://one.network/?tm=GB146608035

	30th March – 10th April 2026
	Brade Road, Prees
	Road closure for water mains replacement by Severn Trent Water
	https://one.network/?tm=GB146599161
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